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PRESIDENT ORDERS
SALES OF WEAPONS
70 IRAN STOPPED

CONGRESS TO BE BRIEFED

He Defends Earlier Shipments
and Says the Decision Was
‘Mine and Mine Alone’

T By BERNARD WEINRAUB
Special to The New York Times .
WASHINGTON, Nov. 19 — President_
Reagan said tonight that no further

arms would be sent to Iran, and he

promised to provide full information tg,
Congress about his decision to self
weapons to Teheran.

In a nationally broadcast news con
ference, Mr. Reagan sought to blunt do~
mestic and international criticism of.
his decision to begin a secret arms
relationship with Iran and acknowl-
edged that there were major differ-
ences within the Administration aboug
his decision.

' That decision, he said, was “mine
and mine alone.” .

‘No Further Sales’

“To eliminate the widespread but
mistaken perception that we have been
exchanging arms for hostages,” Mr.
Reagan said, “‘I have directed that no
further sales of arms of any kind be
.sent to Iran.” '
I Mr. Reagan denied that Secretary of
fState George P. Shultz had threatened
'to resign because of his opyusition to
.the policy on Iran. The Pracident des
fended his action as a ‘‘correct deci-
sion” and asserted that two more
American hostages would have been
released but for publicity given the
operation by hostile elements in Iran.

Mr. Reagan’s comments on Amer-
ican dealings with Iran were his most
detailed so far on the controversy,
which has emerged as one of the most
serious foreign policy crises of his
. Presidency.

; Reagan Looks Sember
[ The sale of military equipment to
Iran has stirred questions about White
House credibility, left European and
Arab allies uncertain about American
motives and raised the possibility that
Mr. Shultz was about to resign.
Looking somber, frowning at times
as he responded to questions for 38
minutes in the packed White House
East Room, Mr. Reagan insisted that
he authorized the secret transfer of
military equipment to Iran to open a
dialogue with Teheran, and not as rasa-
som for American hostages held th
Lebanon by a pro-Iranian group. .
Mr. Reagan said Mr. Shultz had
‘““never suggested’’ that he planned to
resign. “‘He has made it plain that t;e
will stay as long as I want him, and, L
want him,”” Mr. Reagan said. .
Mr. Reagan insisted, under contina-
ued questioning, that his Administra-
tion had sought to establish a tentative
, relationship with Iran at the outset and

 that he had no plans for further arms J
e

shipments to [ran or Iraq. Mr. Reagan

termed his decision “‘a high-risk gam-
ble.”

“What we were aiming for I think
made it worthwhile, and this was a
waiver of our own embargo,” he said.
“The embargo still stays now and for
the future.”

At another point Mr. Reagan said

two other hostages in Iran could have'
been freed “if there had not been so
much publicity’’ about the shipments.

At the news conference, Mr. R
denied reports that the Israelis were
involved in arms shipments to Iran
with the ac%ueseme of the United
States. Mr. Reagan said the United
States had “nothing to do”" with other
countries’ actions, despite recent as-
sertions by his chief of staff, Donald T.

Regan, that the United States was
aware of Israeli arms supplies to Iran.

Tense and Defensive

As the session with reporters went

::zmdmie usual :Io gl?lnutu Mr. Rea-
grew increas tense and def\
sive about his decigion. o

“I've just been t to answer all of
your questions as best I can,’ the
President said. “‘And I don’t fee] have
anything to defend about at alL’ Mr.
Reagan, his face drawn, said tersely
that his decision was not a ““fiasco,”

On relations with the Soviet Union,
Mr. Reagan said many positive resuits
had come from his meeting last month
with Mikhail S, Gorbachev, the Soviet:
leader. But the agreements reached on;
limiting long-range and intermediate-
range missiles were not ‘‘on the tabje’
at the Geneva arms talks, he said.

: Iran have been predicated on

The Iceland m he added, was
the first time any Soviet leader had .
proposed ‘‘eliminating weapens they |
already had.”

The President said he was optimistic
that he and Mr. Gorbachev would meet
again before his Presidency ends.

On Nicaragua '

Asked if the ‘‘obvious change in
policy toward Iran’’ might be extended
toward the Nica Government,
Mr. Reagan said ‘‘no”’ and added, ‘“‘We
stili hold to our position, and Iran is still
on our list of nations that have been
support, terrorism.” ’

Mr. R“:gan said the United States
sold the weapons when the Iranaians
‘“‘gave us evidence that policy was
changing.”” The United States went

through with the sales to give the Ira-
nians ‘‘prestige and muscle there.”

,Asked why he thought the American

people would rt sending weapons
to Ayatollah Ruhollah Khomeini, the
Iranian leader, President Reagan re-
plied that the United States was deal-
ing with individuals in Iran, some of |
whom were in the Iranian Govern-
ment.

“It was not a m of the Amer-
ican head of state and the Iranian head
of state,” Mr. Reagan said, addnaothat ‘
his Administration believed that the se-
cret talks and weapons sales were nec-
essary to ':hm tha|te the Iranians wet;:
dealing peopie representing
American President.

Asked how he could be certain he
was negotiating with moderates in
Iran, Mr. Reagan said the United
States “had information that led us to
believe there are factions in Iran,
many of them with an eye towards the
fact that sooner or later, there would be
a change in the government.”

The Administration’'s m

that it was encouraging ‘‘moderate’
groups in Iran that favored an end to
the Iran-Iraq war and warmer rela-
tions b:tth 't.he United mdsutes. Many
members of Congress area experts
have questioned the Administration’s
reading of the situation in Iran, a
that there are really no factions inter-
ested in closer ties with Washington.
National Security Ceuncil
Mr. Reagan rejected a

that he shake up National ty
Cfouncﬂ staff, whichur:u been accused
o paramilitary operations
1’x~ont;u£n8 White House. He said he did
;lot believe such action was “called
or."”

He said that key Cabinet members

Continued
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and the Director of the Central Intelli-
gence .

painted him as a be| red and de-
; fensive President, Mr. Reagan said he
did not feel “I have anything to defend
about all,” adding that he still believed
he made the correct decision in regard
to Iran and that it ‘‘achieved some por-
tion” of its goals.
Mr. Reagan was asked whether he
blamed the American press for the fail-

ure to win the release of of two more | 288

hostages. He did not answer the ques-
tion directly, but noted that the original
“leak” about the arms shipment to
Iran came from a pro-Syrian magazine
in Bejrut.

President Reagan, explaining why
the Administration chose to ship arms
to Iran, said the Iranians dealing with
American emissartes gave assurances
that Iran was ending its support of ter-
rorism.

‘‘We said, there’s a very easy way for
you to verify that, and they're be
.held hostage in Lebanon.”” He said
i American negotiators were told that
Some associated with terrorism had
been jailed in Iran.

Mr. Reagan asserted that the fra-
nians had followed through on its
pledge to forgo terrorism. Earlier this
week, Mr. Shultz said that in his view,
Iran had not lessened its support for
‘terrorism in the last year.

Mr. Reagan said the Administration
was trying to bring Iran back “into the
family of nations.” He said the groups
in Iran that the Adminstration was ne-
gotiating with needed the “prestige”
mat an arms shipment could give

em.

ing | were offered in a

Mr. Reagan's news conference — his
:lzmh of the year, and his first since

ug. 12 in Chicago — was plainly an at-
tempt to blunt bipartisan Congres-
sional criticism that secret arms deal-
ings with Iran had undercut American
policy and called into question the cred-
ibility and competence of the Adminis-
tration in foreign affairs.

For years the United States had pub-
licly sought a worldwide embargo

inst weapons shipments to Iran,
which is f a six-year-old war
with Iraq. arms sale not only ap-

peared to directly violate American
neutrality in the Iran-Iraq war, but it
80 seemed to undermine public ef-
by the United Slattla.es to press
to stop dealing with a country,
that ‘ﬂ)s been cited by the State
ment as supporting terrorism.

The secret American relationship
with Iran was first disclosed more than

two weeks a pro-§
magazine mt' z'l‘ﬂ: mmmym wdeuﬂ.
speech by the
Speaker of the ll:'ua?uan Par 4
Hojatolislam Hashemi Rafsanjani.

‘Send ‘a Signal’

It was confirmed by American offi-
cials that Robert C. McFarlane, the for-
mer national security adviset, and
other Americans made a secret trip to
Teheran last May to negotiate with so-
called moderate elements there, to im-
prove ties and seek the release of the
American hostages held in Lebanon by
a pro-Iranian group.

Mr. Reagan acknowledged on Nov.
12, in a White House meeedugg with Con-

i

gressional leaders that the United
States had sent military lies to
Iran. The next night, in a to the
nation from the Oval Office, Mr. Rea-
gan said he had authorized the transfer
of “small amounts of defensive weap-
ons and spare parts’’ to Iran to “‘send a
signal’ that the United States was pre-
paredtnseekarehuomm;)with the [s-
lamic fundamentalist nation after

years of estrangement.
United States-Iranian ties were sev-

ered during the 444-day crisis,
which ended on Jan. 20, 1981, the day
Mr. Reagan took office.

Although Oval Office spesches and
gubllc appearances by Mr. Reagan
e e s s
abownmm‘mblcm dhammﬂm on'he Iran
ove{mm running higher than 70 per-
cen

The White House said today that it
had received 3,147 telephone calls after
the speech last Thursday and that 2,068
were g‘vmbb. lthuumnymm
case that positive responses

negative ones in such calls after a
Presidentia] statement, White House
officials acknowledge.

Beyond this, the speech apparently
failed to diminish the divisions within
the Administration about Iran A
Neither of State tz nor
Defense Secretary Caspar W. Weinber-
ger have to defend the operation
and, aides both men opposed it at
the outset and left it in the hands of the
National Security Council staff under
Vice Adm. John M. Poindexter.
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